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2016 Languages in the world

Â World population: 7,294,154,164

Â 7,097  live languages

É 3,349 unwritten languages
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2016 Language speaking distribution

Â 50 % population speak 10 languages (1.3%)

Â 95% population speak 300 languages (5%)

Â 5% population speak 6500 languages (95%)
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2016
Language 
status

Expanded Graded 

Intergenerational 

Disruption Scale 

(EGIDS)

Source: https://www.ethnologue.com

L Label Description

0 International The language is widely used between nations in trade, 

knowledge exchange, and international policy.

1 National The language is used in education, work, mass media, 

and government at the national level.

2 Provincial The language is used in education, work, mass media, 

and government within major administrative subdivisions 

of a nation.

3 Wider 

Communicat

ion

The language is used in work and mass media without 

official status to transcend language differences across a 

region.

4 Educational The language is in vigorous use, with standardization and 

literature being sustained through a widespread system 

of institutionally supported education.

5 Developing The language is in vigorous use, with literature in a 

standardized form being used by some though this is not 

yet widespread or sustainable.

6a Vigorous The language is used for face-to-face communication by 

all generations and the situation is sustainable.

6b Threatened The language is used for face-to-face communication 

within all generations, but it is losing users.

7 Shifting The child-bearing generation can use the language 

among themselves, but it is not being transmitted to 

children.

8a Moribund The only remaining active users of the language are 

members of the grandparent generation and older.

8b Nearly 

Extinct

The only remaining users of the language are members 

of the grandparent generation or older who have little 

opportunity to use the language.

9 Dormant The language serves as a reminder of heritage identity 

for an ethnic community, but no one has more than 

symbolic proficiency.

10 Extinct The language is no longer used and no one retains a 

sense of ethnic identity associated with the language.

Status of world languages
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2016 Many languages are dying !

Â Endangered languages

Â Language disappearing 1

É From 1950, 421 languages were disappeared

É ñ1/3 of the worldôs languages are in danger of disappearing in the 

next few decadesò

É One language dies every 14 days

É Language changing, mixing

1 http://www.sil.org

https://www.ethnologue.com

920 13%Languages saving => Documentation
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2016 Languages documentation

Â What?

É ñthe methods, tools, and theoretical underpinnings for compiling a 

representative and lasting multipurpose record of a natural language or one 

of its varietiesò (Himmelmann 1998)

Â To
É Preserve language (endangered languages)

É Material for language study

É Material for Natural language and Speech processing

Â Tasks

É Collecting : recording, taking pictures, gathering written documents, ...

É Processing : analyzing, systematizing, transcribing, translating, ...

É Archiving: storing, publishing

Â Among 7097 languages

É < 600 well documentation languages

É 3,349 unwritten languages

Himmelmann, Nikolaus P. (1998) "Documentary and descriptive linguisticsò, Linguistics. Volume 36, Issue 1, ISSN (Online) 

1613-396X, ISSN (Print) 0024-3949, DOI: 10.1515/ling.1998.36.1.161
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2016 Community
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2016 Vietnamese minority languages

Â 54 ethnic groups

Â Vietnamese (Kinh): > 85%

Â 6 dying (level 8a-9)

Â 1 extinct
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2016 MICAôs AuCo collection

Â ĄuCҺ: Audio Copora

Â From 2007

Â Language documentation: 

É Minorities

É Vietnam an neighbors

Â Tasks

É Collection

É Digitalization

É Documentation: annotation, 

transcription

É Analysis: Phonology, phonetic

É Archiving: Online access
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2016 DoReMiFa project

Â Données des Recherches

linguistiques de Michel 

Ferlus en Asie du sud-est

É Digitizing the collections of 

Michel Ferlus

É 2014 ï2015

Â Data

É >40 ethnic languages

É > 200 cassette tapes + 

manuscript, recording from 

1963 ï2003

Â Project groups

É Promoter: Alexis Michaud

É 6 Linguists + IT experts

É Linguistic students


