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Languages in the world

A World population: 7,294,154,164

A 7,097 live languages

e 3,349 unwritten languages
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B English !
Il French
I Portuguese
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I Russian
I Arabic
Chinese
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- Persian
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Language speaking distribution

A 50 % population speak 10 languages (1.3%) " ¥
A 95% population speak 300 languages (5%) W

A 5% population speak 6500 languages (95‘V$ I
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Status of world languages

Source: https://www.ethnologue.com

E elife

The language is widely used between nations in trade,
knowledge exchange, and international policy.

The language is used in education, work, mass media,
and government at the national level.

The language is used in education, work, mass media,
and government within major administrative subdivisions
of a nation.

The language is used in work and mass media without
official status to transcend language differences across a
region.

The language is in vigorous use, with standardization and
literature being sustained through a widespread system
of institutionally supported education.

The language is in vigorous use, with literature in a
standardized form being used by some though this is not
yet widespread or sustainable.

The language is used for face-to-face communication by

6a Vigorous _ Tace-to- :
all generations and the situation is sustainable.

The language is used for face-to-face communication
within all generations, but it is losing users.

6b Threatened

7 Shifting The child-bearing generation can use the language
among themselves, but it is not being transmitted to
children.

8a The only remaining active users of the language are

members of the grandparent generation and older.

The only remaining users of the language are members
of the grandparent generation or older who have little
opportunity to use the language.

8b

9 The language serves as a reminder of heritage identity
for an ethnic community, but no one has more than
symbolic proficiency.

10 The language is no longer used and no one retains a

sense of ethnic identity associated with the language.




Many languages are dying !

A Endangered languages
EGIDS Living languages Number of speakers
Count Percent Cumulative Total Percent Cumulative Mean Median
6 0.1 0.1% 1,910,305,410 20.3610 29.3610% 318,384,235 255,399,910
96 1.4 1.4% 1,944,722,578 29.8900 59.2511% 20,257,527 5,634,000
68 1.0 2.4% 627,218,790 0.6402 68.8913% 9,223,806 1,236,470
166 2.3 4.7% 584,974,240 8.9909 77.8822% 3,523,941 743,750
236 3.3 8.1% 252,622,839 3.8828 81.7650% 1,070,436 114,465
1,619 22.8 30.9% 677,113,264 10.4071 92.1721% 418,229 25,100
ba 2462 34.7 65.6% 448,099,167 6.8872 59.0593% 182,006 10,000
6b 1,061 149 80.5% 50,831,670 0.7813 99.8406% 47,909 3,000
7 463 6.5 87.0% 9,535,479 0.1466 00,987 2% 20,595 1,000

[ Languages saving => Documentation ]

Totals 7,097 100.0 6,506,259,160 100.0000 -
A Language disappearing ! https:/www.ethnologue.com
e From 1950, 421 languages were disappeared
e fil/3of the worl dbés | anguages ar e

next few decadeso
e One language dies every 14 days
e Language changing, mixing

Lhttp://www.sil.org



Languages documentation

A What?
fthe methods, tools, and theoretical underpinnings for compiling a
representative and lasting multipurpose record of a natural language or one

of its varietieso Hifnmelmann 1998)

E

e Preserve language (endangered languages)

e Material for language study
Material for Natural language and Speech processing

E
A Tasks
e Collecting : recording, taking pictures, gathering written documents, ...
e Processing : analyzing, systematizing, transcribing, translating, ...
e Archiving: storing, publishing b
4~ Among 7097 languages I/
e < 600 well documentation languages é £
E 3,349 unwritten languages

dflynn@ucalgary.ca

Himmelmann, Nikolaus P. (1998) "Documentary and descriptive | i n g u iLisguisticssVolume 36, Issue 1, ISSN (Online)
1613-396X, ISSN (Print) 0024-3949, DOI: 10.1515/ling.1998.36.1.161
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Pour que vivent les langues du monde |
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DOCUMENTATION OF ENDANGERED LANGUAGES
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A 54 ethnic groups

A 6 dying (level 8a-9)
A 1 extinct

Ethnic composition (2003)
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MI C AAu€o collection

A A u C:HAudio Copora _
From 2007 S

A ;W i
i Language documentation: *“"‘ﬁ,y""\‘?
& Minorities 5(‘ ;"rfr"-"
e Vietham an neighbors
& Tasks
£ Collection
& Digitalization -
e Documentation: annotation,
transcription
e Analysis: Phonology, phonetic w

e Archiving: Online access




DoReMiFa project

& Données des Recherches
linguistigues de [
Ferlus en Asie d

e Digitizing the coll
Michel Ferlus
e 201471 2015
A Data
e >40 ethnic languages
e > 200 cassette tapes +
manuscript, recording from
19631 2003
A Project groups
e Promoter: Alexis Michaud
E 6 Linguists + IT experts
= Linguisti udents
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